NATIONAL ONLINE YIZKOR SERVICE

Led by
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis

Including a memorial prayer
for the victims of COVID-19
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On Erev Yom Kippur 5781 (27 September 2020), the United
Synagogue is broadcasting a national online Yizkor service
led by the Chief Rabbi on www.theus.tv, uniting Jewish
communities in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland through the participation of rabbis and chazanim to
represent those communities.

This booklet contains the order of service, comprising both
communal and personal Yizkor prayers as recited in many
synagogues across the United Kingdom, with one new
addition which we wish we did not have to add — a memorial
prayer for victims of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Yizkor prayers help us to recall and memorialise people
whom sadly are no longer with us. The ultimate recollection,
of course, belongs to God. As such, our recitation of Yizkor
on, or as close as possible to Yom Kippur, a day on which we
request atonement from God for both those on heaven and on
earth, provides an opportunity to recall and pray for deceased
relatives, as well as for others who tragically have paid the
ultimate sacrifice.

We wish you the traditional blessing of arichut yamim
(Iength of days) and pray for the fulfilment of the words of the
prophet Isaiah, recited when leaving burial grounds and
during shiva prayers, that ‘God will wipe away death forever’
(25:8).

May God grant us all a safe and meaningful Yom Kippur,
sealed in the book of life, with a year ahead full of blessings.



MEMORIAL PRAYER

For those of our Community who died fighting
for Crown and country in two Worlds Wars and since
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O God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, grant perfect rest beneath the
shadow of your Divine presence, in the exalted places among the holy and the
pure, who shine like the brightness of the skies, to the souls of

Our brothers and sisters who sacrificed their lives for Crown and Country
in the First and Second World Wars and subsequent conflicts.

We beseech you, compassionate Lord, to shelter their souls for evermore
beneath Your protective wings. May their souls be bound up in the bond of
eternal life. The Lord is their inheritance. May they rest in peace and let us
say, Amen.



MEMORIAL PRAYER

For the Six Million who perished in the Shoah
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O God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, grant perfect rest beneath the
shadow of your Divine presence, in the exalted places among the holy and the
pure, who shine like the brightness of the skies, to the souls of
Our six million brothers and sisters, the holy and the pure
who were killed, slaughtered, burnt, drowned and strangled in the
sanctification of your name by the Nazis and their associates. We pray for the
ascent of their souls to the highest spheres of Heaven. May they forever rest in
Paradise. We beseech you, compassionate Lord, to shelter their souls for
evermore beneath your protective wings. May their souls be bound up in the

bond of eternal life. The Lord is their inheritance. May they rest in peace and
let us say, Amen.
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MEMORIAL PRAYER

For the Fallen Heroes and Victims of Terror in The State of Israel
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O God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, grant perfect rest beneath the
shadow of your Divine presence, in the exalted places among the holy and the
pure, who shine like the brightness of the skies, to the souls of the soldiers of
Israel’s Defense Forces who fell in battle and gave their lives for the
sanctification of Your name, our people and our land and All those killed
through acts of terror. We pray for the ascent of their souls to the highest
spheres of Heaven. May they forever rest in Paradise. We beseech you,
compassionate Lord, to shelter their souls for evermore beneath your
protective wings. May their souls be bound up in the bond of eternal life. The
Lord is their inheritance. May they rest in peace and may their merit stand all
of Israel in good stead. May they rise to achieve their just rewards at the end
of days, and let us say, Amen.



MEMORIAL PRAYER

For those who have passed away as a result of COVID-19
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Almighty God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, may He grant
perfect rest beneath the shadow of the wings of the Divine Presence, in the

exalted places among the holy and pure, who shine as the brightness of the
sky, to the souls of

All who have passed away as a result of the Coronavirus Pandemic

and who have gone to their eternal rest. We beseech You, Lord of
compassion, shelter their souls under the cover of Your protective wings.
May their souls be bound up in the bond of life. The Lord is their
inheritance. May they rest in peace for evermore, And let us say, Amen.
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MEMORIAL PRAYERS

Lord, what is man, that you regard him? Or the son of man, that you take
account of him? Man is like vanity; his days are as a shadow that
passes away. In the morning he blossoms and sprouts afresh, in the
evening he is cut down and withers. So teach us to number our days
that we may acquire a heart of wisdom. Mark the innocent person, and
behold the upright; for the latter end of that person is peace. God will
redeem my soul from the grasp of the grave; for He will receive me.
Selah. My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever. The dust returns to the earth as it was, but the
spirit returns unto God who gave it. I shall behold your presence in
righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with your likeness.

Father of mercy! In your hand are the souls of the living and the dead. May
your comforts soothe our hearts as we remember on this sacred day our
revered and beloved kinsfolk who have gone to their eternal rest, and
we think of our dear parents, the crown of our heads and our glory,
whose desire it was to train us in the way of virtue and righteousness,
to teach us your statutes and precepts, and to instruct us to do justice
and to love mercy. We beseech you, O Lord! Grant us strength to
remain faithful to their teachings, while the breath of life is within us.
And may their souls repose in the land of life, beholding your majesty
and delighting in your reward.

And now, O good and beneficent God! What shall we say, what shall we
speak unto you. Our needs are so manifold we cannot declare them.
We are filled with shame as we think of all the goodness you have dealt
unto us. May you turn with mercy and lovingkindness unto the
supplications of your servants who now pour out their souls before you.
May your lovingkindness not depart from us. Give us our daily
sustenance, and let us not be in need of the gifts of flesh and blood.
Remove from us care and sorrow, distress and fear, shame and
contempt. Strengthen us in our reverence for you, and fortify us to
keep your perfect Law. Vouchsafe unto us the joy of training our sons
and daughters to keep your commandments and to perform Your will
all the days of our life. O God, take us not in the midst of our days.
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IN MEMORY OF A FATHER
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* Name of the deceased is inserted here.
A woman should use the bracketed words.



Let us complete in peace the number of our years. Verily we know that our life
is frail, that our days are as a handbreadth. Therefore, help us, O God of our
salvation, to live before you in truth and uprightness during the years of our
pilgrimage. And when it shall please you to take us from this world, be with
us; and may our souls be bound up in the bond of life with the souls of our
cherished ones and of the righteous who stand before you in heaven. Amen.
Amen.
IN MEMORY OF A FATHER

May God remember the soul of my respected father...* who has passed to his
eternal rest. I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women
in Paradise. Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A MOTHER
May God remember the soul of my respected mother...* who has passed to her
eternal rest. I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women

in Paradise. Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A HUSBAND
May God remember the soul of my beloved husband...* who has passed to his
eternal rest. I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women

in Paradise. Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A WIFE
May God remember the soul of my beloved wife...* who has passed to her
eternal rest. I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women

in Paradise. Amen.

9 * Name of the deceased is inserted here.
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IN MEMORY OF A SON
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* Name of the deceased is inserted here.
A woman should use the bracketed words.
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IN MEMORY OF A BROTHER
May God remember the soul of my beloved brother...* who has passed to his
eternal rest. I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women

in Paradise. Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A SISTER
May God remember the soul of my beloved sister...* who has passed to her
eternal rest. I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women

in Paradise. Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A SON
May God remember the soul of my beloved son ...* who has passed to his
eternal rest. I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul will be bound
up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women

in Paradise. Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A DAUGHTER
May God remember the soul of my beloved daughter...* who has passed to
her eternal rest. 1 pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul will be
bound up in the bond of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and

women in Paradise. Amen.

* Name of the deceased is inserted here.
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IN MEMORY OF GRANDPARENTS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS
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* Name of the deceased is inserted here.
A woman should use the bracketed words.
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IN MEMORY OF GRANDPARENTS, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS
May God remember the soul of my respected *** grandparent(s), uncle(s),
aunt(s), relatives and friends who have passed to their eternal rest. I pledge
charity on their behalf and pray that their souls will be bound up in the bond
of eternal life together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and all the righteous men and women in Paradise.

Amen.

IN MEMORY OF A INFANT MISCARRIED OR STILLBORN
May God remember the child I carried, loved and yearned to see born, who
never drew breath. I pledge charity and pray that You extend mercy to mothers,
health and strength to infants. May all souls be blessed to serve You in this
world until they are called by You to be bound up in the bond of eternal life,
together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel
and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in Paradise. Amen.

* Name of the deceased is inserted here.
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MEMORIAL PRAYER
FOR OUR DEPARTED RELATIVES
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O God, full of compassion,

who dwells on high, grant perfect rest beneath the shadow of your
Divine presence, in the exalted places among the holy and the pure,
who shine like the brightness of the skies, to the souls of

Our Dearly Departed Relatives

We beseech you, compassionate Lord, to shelter their souls for
evermore beneath your protective wings. May their souls be bound
up in the bond of eternal life. The Lord is their inheritance. May they
rest in peace, and let us say, Amen.
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